
As I drove into the office this morning, I was shocked to see a gas station selling  

gas for less than $4 a gallon. Immediately afterward, I groaned inwardly to think 

that gas at $3.95/gallon would be something to get excited about. It’s all a  

matter of perspective, right?  

I don’t claim to understand the factors driving inflation in today’s world or to say 

who or what is responsible. What I do know is that the matter is fully in God’s 

hands. I’m reminded of what happened in the city of Samaria during the  

prophetic ministry of Elisha in the 800s BC.  

As 2 Kings 6 narrates, a siege by the Aramean king Ben-Hadad had caused a terrible famine in  

Samaria. Poor quality food was going for exorbitant rates due to the severity of the crisis: a donkey’s 

head was sold for eighty shekels of silver, or about $580 (based on current silver prices), and a  

quarter kab (maybe a half cup?) of “pigeon dung” went for five shekels, around $36 (2 Kings 6:25). 

No one is exactly sure what the latter refers to, though it might be a fuel source or a very  

unappetizing way of obtaining partially digested seeds and grains. Worse yet, the people began  

resorting to cannibalism. Clearly, gas over $4 isn’t the worst thing ever. 

But the text goes on to acknowledge God’s sovereign control over the situation (“This disaster is 

from the LORD,” 6:33), and Elisha predicts that it will be resolved in a single day: “About this time 

tomorrow, a seah of flour will sell for a shekel and two seahs of barley for a shekel” (7:1, NIV). This 

works out to roughly $1/lb for flour, and half that for barley, decidedly non-famine prices. People 

scoffed at this outrageous statement, and yet, God pulled it off.  

The point of this is not to predict that inflation will reverse course dramatically in our country.  

Unfortunately, war, famine, disease, and even inflation are all part of the “birth pangs” we are to 

expect leading up to the return of Christ (Revelation 6:1–8; Matthew 24:7–8). Chances are, things 

will level out sooner or later. The point is that God is sovereign over all of it, and he turns the  

economies of the world to suit his ultimate purposes. Sometimes he does it overnight. 

Times like these call for prayer, wisdom, and generosity. When we trust God to provide, we will 

seek to live wisely within our means, but we must also remember the needs of those who are  

disproportionately harmed by price increases. A surprising amount of Paul’s letters (especially in 1 

Thessalonians, 1 Corinthians, and Philippians) has to do with churches taking care of one another in 

hard times. I pray that we too can be known for this as we trust God and weather the economic 

storms of the present.  

Pastor Isaac 
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Key: Children’s Ministry   MBS—Men’s Bible Study   WBS—Women’s Bible Study   Youth Ministry     Special Event     

  August 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
7:00-8:30pm 
Party in the 
Park 

2 
6:30 Deacons 

3 
6:30 am  
Men’s Study 
6:30 pm  
Women’s 
Study  

4 5 6 

7 
9 am Praise 
Team 
10 am Worship 
and Communion 
12:30 Drive Up  
Communion 

8 
 

9 
5:45 Finance 
6:30 Session 

10 
6:30 am  
Men’s Study 
6:30 pm  
Women’s 
Study  

11 12 13 

14 
9 am Praise 
Team 
10 am Worship  

15 
 

16 17 
6:30 am  
Men’s Study 
6:30 pm  
Women’s 
Study  

18 19 20 

21 
9 am Praise 
Team 
10 am Worship  

22 23 24 
6:30 am  
Men’s Study 
 

25 26 27 

28 
9 am Praise 
Team 
10 am Worship  

29 30 31 
6:30 am  
Men’s Study 
 

   



June Session report 

Minutes are available from the office. 

 Who to Contact  

 

Church Office   320-251-5801 Office Hours 

Pastor Isaac Gould  M, T, Th  9:00—4:00 

 320-428-5784 (cell)  W 12:00—4:00  

  

Financial Sec.– Pam Dille    Mon 9:00–12:00 

Secretary – Janelle Daniel   Tues & Fri  9:00—1:00 

 

Treasurer—Mark Johansen   

Custodians—ServiceMaster (contact office) 

August Birthdays 

Avg June Attendance— 79 

Budget Summary - as of June 30, 2022 

                      Actual             Budgeted   

June Income 13,701.71 12,606.00 

June Expenses 14,780.91 20,354.92 

YTD Income 103,990.94 100,186.00 

YTD Expenses  110,675.22 110,842.88 

YTD Net Income (loss)   (6,684.28) (10,656.88)

     

 

Riverside Planned Mission Support - 2022

 Pregnancy Resource Center  
 YFC—BRAID 
 Haiti - Hope Orphanage 
 EPC WO (Burdsall, Hamd, McKay) 
 Chicago 7/20 
 Arrive Ministries  
 Terebinth Refuge 
 St. Cloud Christian School  

August Anniversaries 

If we missed your 
birthday or anniversary, 
or got it wrong, please 
call Janelle at 251-5801 
and let her know so we 
(hopefully) won’t make 

the same error in the 
future!  Thanks! 

Elders 

Bruce Glanzer (20-22) F, P  

Mark Olson (20-22) P, WC   

Ruth Tidd (21-23) WC, N  

Matt Zieske (21-23) CE, W  

Al Vander Plaats (22-23) B, M  

 

 

 

 

Key: 

 B   Building/Grounds 

 CE Christian Education F   Finance 

 M   Missions/Outreach N  Nominating Committee 

 P     Personnel  W Worship 

 WC We Care  

 

 

 

Bob & Kim Koopmeiners  8/10 

Dave & Lindsey Henry  8/12/06 

Mike and Pam Dille   8/19/67 

Deacons:   

Jay Blomquist (20-22) FL, FS   

Dave Markgraf (20-22) S, RS, CH  

Angelina Holte (21-23) CS, V  

Josh Mumme (21-23) DL, CH   

Julie Pennertz (21-23) H, UG  

Deb Koltes (22-24) MM  

Deanna Petersen (22-24) CP, MM  

Gean Wiltgen (22-24) CS, MM   

 

Key:  

 DL Deacon Liaison (Head Deacon) 

 CH  Coffee Hour CP Communion Prep 

 CS Corresponding Sec. FS Food Shelf 

 FL  Funeral Luncheons H Hospitality 

 MM Meals Ministry RS  Recording Sec.  

 S  Sanctuary  V  Visitations  

 UG Ushers/Greeters NC Nominating Committee 

 T Transportation  

Your 2022 Elders/Deacons  

  

3  Chris Jones 

5 Dave Henry 

8  Sharla Huls 

13  Stephen Pennertz 

14  Ann Kelley 

14  Mark Stumvoll 

19  Pat Weihrauch 

21 Tessa Gould 

21  Hawkins Henderson 

22 Lewis Henderson 

22 Doug Stockinger 

26  Gean Wiltgen 



Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Riverside wants to remind you that we offer  

electronic giving as a way to automate your 

regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers 

convenience for individual congregation   

members and provides much-needed donation 

consistency for our congregation. 

Online Giving lets you go to RiversideEPC.org 

at any time to set up an automatic donation 

plan, change your donation plan, make a  

one-time donation or view your online  

donation history. 

As you contemplate future contributions, please 

consider electronic giving. Authorization forms 

and additional information are available from 

the church office. 

Mail Giving—If you prefer to  mail your  

contributions to the church or use your 

bank’s Bill Pay option, please use our PO 

Box number rather than the street address: 

Riverside Church 

PO Box 139 

Sartell, MN  56377-0139 
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Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 a.m. weekly 

 
Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

9:00 a.m.—Sept-May  

(at the church unless noted) 

Bible Studies 
Our Riverside Community 

You are welcome to join us in person at 

10am on Sundays or you can join us 

online at riversideepc.org/sunday or on 

our YouTube channel to view our  

worship in a live stream format. 

If you are unable to view our service online, 

the audio portion of the sermon will be 

available on our website, usually by the   

following Tuesday. We can also provide CDs 

(audio only) or DVDs (audio/video) of the 

service. Let us know if you need a copy and 

which format works best for you.  

Volunteers 

We are always welcoming new volunteer  

ushers, readers, sound techs, and  

projection/streaming techs.  Training is  

available for these jobs.   

If baking is more your style, you can sign 

up to bring treats on a Sunday as well!   

Our fall schedule is wide open!  Please sign 

up for a Sunday you can help on our  

SignUpGenius Sunday Servants page or 

email the office the dates you’re available. 

If you, or a loved one, are in need of prayer, 

please contact  

 Ruth Tidd 

 to have your prayer request included on 

Riverside’s confidential prayer chain.  

Those who have joined the worship 

service live stream may receive communion 

at their vehicle with health precautions  

taken. Pull in from 1st Ave N, and head over 

toward the church where Pastor Isaac or an 

elder will meet you with the elements. 

Drive-Up Communion  

at Riverside— 

August 7th from 12:00—12:30 pm  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbdjtAUrXtAjMEIhSf3LgyQCXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx5ArXRMlYlm8n89jtphUgbI=&ver=3
http://riversideepc.org/sunday
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChiBaz87yw-BAbCitIemMyQ
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054badae2da75-sunday4
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Our Larger Community 

I heard a volunteer at the craft table tell the  

little girl who asked that they had come to have 

fun with some new friends at the park. Others 

who were asked the same question said that for 

them, part of following Jesus meant loving their 

neighbors, and this was one way they were  

trying to do that. I personally was never asked, 

but for me it was a joyful experience of  

community that can be sadly lacking in our 

neighborhoods.  

The highlight for me was when a young girl in a 

head scarf stopped her hot pink scooter on the 

path where I was standing to show me with 

great pride the candy she had in her pocket. She 

then silently took a green lollipop out of her 

mouth and offered it to me. I politely declined 

but thanked her for her generosity. I enjoyed 

watching younger children play games, blow 

bubbles, and make crafts while older boys 

played basketball and soccer. By rough count, 

there were nearly 150 people out at the park 

enjoying the delightful summer evening. 

By the time you read this, Riverside’s day  

organizing the “party” may have passed. I was 

encouraged by those who volunteered to help 

us pull this off, and I look forward to our time 

in the park on August 1. I hope this simple  

gesture of love and friendship goes a long way 

toward building relationships with our  

neighbors. 

Pastor Isaac 

Party in the Park, a First-Hand Account 

“Why are you out here?”, asked a girl coming 

over to the craft table to make a bracelet out 

of string and penne pasta. It’s a worthwhile 

question! Monday after Monday this summer, 

groups from churches in the St. Cloud area 

have been “crashing” the “party” already going 

on in the park grounds behind Discovery  

Community School. The tight-knit Somali  

community living nearby regularly comes to 

this park for what we might think of as a 

“playdate,” though far less formal. A group of 

women in brightly colored niqabs sat in the 

corner of the playground, keeping an eye on 

the swarms of children scampering over the 

play structures and fields while maintaining 

their own conversations with the skilled  

multi-tasking minds of experienced mothers.  

Friends of the refugee and immigrant  

community at Arrive Ministries began joining 

this “party” (which has at times included tea 

and pastries), eventually arranging to bring 

games and snacks to add to the fun and help 

entertain the kids. The main reason is because 

of the love for neighbors that is the second 

great commandment. It has been a treasured 

experience for many who have come to help, 

from young to old. 

 

 



Join the Journey 

405 Riverside Ave. N., PO Box 139 

Sartell, MN  56377-0139 

Riverside Vision Statement 
Riverside  Evangelical Church is called to build a community of saints empowered by the Holy Spirit. We exist to glorify  

 God in all areas of life by proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Riverside Mission Statement 
Our mission at Riverside  Evangelical Church is to further the gospel of Jesus Christ by:  

 

Worshipping and celebrating the presence of God Psalm 16:11 
Discipling that brings us to maturity in Christ  Matthew 28:19 
Equipping us to live our faith in every aspect of life Eph. 4:12 

 Office Hours    

  

  
  

 

Pastor—Isaac Gould            M, T, Th 9:00-4:00 

 320-428-5784 (cell)                    W 12:00-4:00 

 pastor@riversideepc.org 

 

Financial Secretary—Pam Dille 

  Monday (working from home)    9:00—12:00 

 

Secretary—Janelle Daniel  

 320-251-5801 

 office@RiversideEPC.org 

 Tuesday & Friday               9:00—1:00 

  (additional hours possible with prior arrangement) 


